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ATIC DOCUENT No. 1097 (A) 30 Dac 52 Australia 


At approximately noon 30 Dec 52 a wing commander in the RAF sighted an unidenti- 
fied object to the EB at an estimated altitude of 2000', angle of elevation 7 1/2°. 
The object was observed to move very slowly in a goneral N direction for about 

a minute, during which time it traveled through an ostimated angular distance of 
&°, It then doparted at "a great speed", This latter movement was accomplished 
in approximately 20 seconds. There were two other witnesses to this sighting, 


the wifo of the observer and the child. 
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Uhrich, 


T ying object was forwar 
ander, 24 
that the interrogati o Commander Tomkins, wnich 
d ty Group Cap saindgPFR vas as comprehensive as possible, 
onal interrogs%ion or investization was made ly this « 
No electrical report was made due to elapsed tima involved prior to’ 
information by this office. 


of 


JOHN L. SULLIVAN 
Colonel, USAF 


Air Attache 
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Air Attache, Australia T2481 =53 


UNIDE'TIFIED OPJECT 


The following report of on widentified object is based on an interview with 
Wing Vommander TOMKINS, R.A.A.?., at ALP, livedeQuacters oc 28th January, 1953, 


2. Aw approximately noon on the 30th peo » ding Sormnanter TOMRI"YS was on 
tne teach at 1 New South WaTss Gat. 335° 2 Longe 151° 27°R) 


He observed to enstward over and beyond a low headland nn tremely bright ovject 
he then estimated to he at 2,009 feet at tuo miles and a1 aqueatly estimated 
to be at an anzle of elevation of 


‘or 
msular distance of 
eat speed.” This latter 
mplished in approximately twenty seconds. 


4 object rasa otserved to move "very slowly" in a ceneral northerly direct’ 
shout a minute during which time it travelled through an estimated 

eV. 16 then appoared to turn eastward and depart at 
Hovanent was ea 


5. Throughout these movements the object appeared to r 
and at rn constant. speed on the northern course, 


ain at a constant height, 


6. The brilliance of the object was descrited as comparable to that of a naked 
carton are at fairly close rongee 


7. “Weather conditions at the time were clear tlue sky witn maximum visitility - 
strens wind, north east, protatly 25 = 30 mepehe 


Wing Commander TOMKINS had just come out of the surf and was drying his face on a 
owel when he observed ‘She object. [Teing intrizued and puzzled by it he referred it 
his wife and son who were with him, They agreed in his description of it except 
that his wife was hapry to.xegard it as a meteorological | talloon., ‘This Wi ommander 

SUXTIS Feon te +} ba + 
TOUKINS regarded as imlikely aa the object remained at a ste ady height and moved up 


wind, 


Ve Wing Commander TOMAIN has teen a memter of the R.A.A since 1935, He is a 
technical officer and well acquainted with aircraft and equipment both past and present. 


10. Though Wing Commander TONMKTYS is relustant to agree, the Directorate of Air Force 
Intelligence is of the opinion that the object waz a large meteor at considerable 
distance, 


11, Winz Commander TOMKINS feels that the very definite chanze of course is not cone 
sistent with the customary curve of flight of a meteor, tut the Directorate thinks it 
possitle for a meteor following its customary parabtelic curve to Bive the appas ance / 
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